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The relation of rooms to each other has been fairly well estab-
lished by tradition, based on function. Naturally bedrooms and
bathrooms are adjacent, as are kitchens and dining rooms. All
customary arrangements, however, should be questioned in the
light of present-day activities, facilities, and knowledge.
Continuity of space, an element which is now appreciated more
than formerly, has a definite effect on the relationship of rooms.
So-called open planning has taken the place of the small separate
rooms of olden times. Continuity of space is gained by the elim-
ination of partitions wherever possible. Thus an effect of spa-
ciousness can be obtained even though houses are small First-
floor interior walls should be minimized. Three-foot partitions
dividing functional areas are often desirable. Stairways may be
entirely open. Only kitchens, bathrooms, and bedrooms require
complete partitions.
Indoor space is apparently increased by the addition of outdoor
space through the use of more and larger glass doors and windows.
An exterior glass wall with a mirror on the opposite wall admits
the space of the garden and beyond. Well-correlated outdoor
living areas such as porches, decks, terraces, and patios make a
house seem more spacious.
Ease of circulation, one of the most important requirements in
a house, depends largely on the location of rooms. It should be
possible to go directly to any place in the house from any point
without unnecessary steps. The frequency of passage between
rooms should be the basis for determining which part of the cir-
culatory system must receive first consideration. Traffic is heaviest
between the kitchen and dining room, next between dining room
and living room, and third between bedrooms and bath. A small
inside hall in a one-story house simplifies the circulation problem.
Circulation also depends on the location of doors. On the first
floor of a two-story house all interior doors should be located close
to the center of the house and at inside corners if possible in order
to save steps and wall space. A door should swing out of the way
in the direction opposite to that in which a person usually turns
when passing through the doorway. Furniture should not be
located near doors or in the way of passage lanes, which should
be clearly indicated.

